
Kindergarten, first, and third grade teachers at Nelson have embraced the 

Inquiry Process as a tool for engaging students in deeper thinking.  Each 

teacher set up an inquiry station in their classroom to allow students to learn 

more about current content topics or to explore a topic of their own interest. 
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In the “Explore” stage of the Inquiry 

process, learners connect to prior 

knowledge, gain background information, 

and browse sources. Primary students 

participate in an experience that introduces 

the topic or problem.  They may respond 

to the activity with simple statements or 

pictures, identify keywords, and preview 

reading materials by looking at text 

features. 

Ms. Brooks’ kindergarten 
students explore maps 

with a magnifying glass.      
One student browses a 

book about maps. 

Ms. Brooks set up the kindergarten inquiry station with a ziploc 
bag of maps (not shown), library books, magnifying glasses, 
compasses, and sheets for  students to draw or write about    
what they see. 

Left, response journal in Ms. Perkins’ grade 1 inquiry 
station. 

Nelson’s Inquiry Stations 



The Lilead Fellows Program provides support for this project.  The Lilead Fellows Program is an advanced and intensive 
professional development program designed to empower, enable, and equip school district library supervisors to think 
differently about their library programs and to be effective and inspirational leaders for change in their districts. 
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Ms. Perkins’ first graders actively explore natural 
objects.  “You can have fun in the inquiry station 
because there’s a lot of stuff.  There’s books.  
My friend Kiera is looking at a book.  I like to do 
stuff with my friend.  We read a book about wild 
animals, used the crayons and the magnifying 
glass, and used a measuring thing.”  

The Inquiry Process engages students in 

social learning. Primary students share 

information and ideas by talking and 

listening.  Older students  begin to learn 

rules for group learning processes. 

Exploring to Make Curriculum Connections 

Ms. Webster’s Grade 3 Inquiry Station benefits from its placement between math/problem-solving 

and reading/determining importance. Students are beginning to wonder about ecosystems. 

Student questions 


